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CHILD ILABOR LAWS.

Against Senator BEVERIDGE'S bill
prohibiting the transportation in in-
ter-State commerce of products of any
factory or mine in which children un-
der foureen years of age are employed
or permitted to work, three objections
of some gravity may be urged: (1) The
mmeasure, if enacted, will cure but a
very small part of the evil at which
"4t is aimed, not more than one-sixth,
probably, of the children below the age
of _fourteen performing manual labor in
the United States making any contri-
butlon whatever to inter-State com-
merce; (2) the bill is a direct encour-
aegement of helpless inefficlency on the
_part of State Governments which Mr.
Root has very well sald would, if not
checked, lead to a very large exten-
sion of the powers of the Federal Gov-
ernment; (3) the bill not only Im-
mensely extends the sweep of Federal
control over State affairs, but it in-
“troduces a principle and an instrument
of _centraliza.tion the acceptance of
which would reduce the powers and
functions of State Legislatures and ad-
ministrative officers to a degree. that
would leave them no. power of regula-
tion save within a much diminished
area of minor and strictly local mat-
ters. ‘ ’ : :

A special bulletin of the Census Bu-
reau shows that in 1900 there were
1,750,178 children between ten and fif--
téen‘years of age employed in manual
labor. Of this number 1,054,446 are |
employed in agriculture, and are ex-.f
cepted from the operation of the bill. |
It is further shown that 138,065 chil-
dren are engaged in domestic service
or as servants or waitresses in restau-
rants and the like. There remain,
therefore, 557,717 children below the
age of ;ourteen who work in mines
and factories or are employed -as of-
~£ice boys, messengers, bellboys, and
in other like callings, chiefly in cities.
. Probably not over 300,000 children in
the entire country take part in the
production of commodities entering
- into inter-State commerce. This is the
“measure of the remedial value of Sen-
gtor BEVERIDGE'S bill. It really reaches
but about half of the children other
than those working on farms who are
‘the objects .of philanthropic solicitude.
It may-be said at once that child labor
is an evil, it is cruel, it is wasteful of
‘the productive forces of the Républic,
it' tends to mental and physical de--
generation. For our part, we are in-
Qliﬁed to insist that it IS not worth
_svhile t6 make further breaches In the
donfs'tit;_xtion, and new and large trans-
fers(. of power to the Federal Govern-
sment, for the attainment of a result
&0 deplorably imperfect. We must still
_;dépend upon State laws to protect one-
half of the children who slio_uld be pro-
tected. . .
_Mr. SEERMAN, Commissioner of La-
v'i?or for the State of New York, says in
his snnual report that he has vigor-
{bvusly prosecuted offenders. against the
"law"forbidding the employment aunder
'l:he age of fourteen, or of ‘children be-
_‘t‘ween the ages of fourteen and sixteen,
,-'Wi;hout a certificate. The warnings
JHvere heeded and prosecutions under-
,ta.xen- were successful In .most cases
% ithe ending of the school year;
'1'11 n. “the children simply poured into
?, tories.”” The Judges, notably in
: ork . City, refused to hold of-
f!,e;_;d,er_s for trial, and elsewhere, as in
‘Syi‘aczise, they would not impose fines.
_E_'I'he reason of this is fwofold. One is
'thewtheory of the law, which is be-
ed *to, have an educational import
“only :sp that in vacation time a leni-
; iew is taken of offenses. The
- is that parents believe they have
right to the earnings of their children,
wj ch they renounce, some of them
reluctance at all times, and others
only- durmg the period of compulsory
1 ‘attendance. It is to be noted
t '_few white children of native blood
me- at all within the scope of the
Ja'w. It is the children of immigrants
negroes in the South who for
th most part are found in factories.
!fh). jmrmgra.nts come from countries
child labor is universal, even
necassa.;'y_ for f:he support of par-

1 of a Federal-
“The: vital . del’ec.. axxd Wmng ot Sena-

the guilty’produééx: The consltuﬂon—
al question is- at .once sug‘gested. 'I‘he
Supreme Court has held tha.t lottery
tickets may be excluded trom the mails’
and from inter-State commerce. That,
is a proper exercise of police' power,
because - lottery tickets have no inno-
cent use. Diseased meat and falsified
canned products have so Iittle inno-
cent use, and are so manifestly harm-
ful, that their exclusion from inter-
State Commerce is proper. But when
the Federal Government once begins
to exclude staple manufactured goods,
of which it may be sald that they
have no guilty use, from transportation

jacross State lines, a step will have been
\taken so far in advance of any other
‘threa.tened extension of power of Fed-:
_eral control that the functions of State
Legislatures and State Governments
will, in a very large measure indeed, i
be abrogated. Grant the principle of |
Mr. BEVERIDGE’S bill, and it becomes
perfectly competent for the :Federal
Congress to enact that no goods sha.l
be transported without a certificate
from the manufacturer certifying that
they are a product of Republican la-
bor, or that they have  been produced
in factories where no operative works
‘more than four hours a day and only
on alternate secular days. Such legls-
lation now seems improbable, but if
we have to accept this child labor bill
as Constitutional and proper, it is per-
fectly evident that there 1s no limit
save Its own discretion to the con-
straint which - a Federal Congress
might put upon the industries of the
States.

‘We should.suppose this aspect of the
proposed legislation might appeal to
the people of the Southern States. It
is among them and by reason of the
inaction of their Legislatures that the
evils of child labor are.most prevalent,
flagrant, and notbriou"s.
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