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POWDERLY’S WARM WORDS

URGING HIS FRIFENDS TO VOTE
FOR GEORGE.

THE HEAD OF THE XKNIGHTS OF LABOR
ADDRESSES A .LARGE AND ENTHUSI-
ASTIC MEETING IN COOPER UNION.

General Master Workman of the Knights
of Labor T, V. Powderly telegraphed to the man-
agers of Henry George’s campaign yesterday
afternoon that he would be in New-York in time
to make a speech in favor of Mr. George last
evening. There was no time in which to * work
up” a big meeting to greet Mr. Powderly by the
usual methods, but the word that the General
Master Workman was coming was passed from
mouth to mouth among Mr. George's followers,
coupled with the anmouncement that he would
speak in the large hall of the Cooper Union. At
7 o’clock the doors of the ‘hall were thrown
open. Inless than 10 minutes afterward the
great hall was packed until not another person
could find standing room within it. Pressed
forward by those in the rear, those who first en-
tered the hall after the seats were taken swarmed
down the aisles to the railing in front of the
platform, over that and the reporters’ tabies
and upon the platform, until every foot of space
around the speakers’ stand was oceupied.

When James Quinn, of Distriet Assembly No.
49, fought his way through the crowd to the
front of the platform, he appenled to those on
the stand to retire, in order that Messrs. George
and Powderly and the other leaders might have
at least standing room. There was not a police-
wman in uniform present to enforee this request,

but & hundred or more of those to whom Mr,
Quinn appealed promptly left the piatform, and
passed through the committee rooms in the
rear out into the lobbies and the street, giving
up every possible chance to see or hear what
was going on in the hall. It was an exhibition
of kindly good-will to the speaker and the can-
didate rarelv seen at a political mass meeting,
and it spoke volumes for the temwer of some
%t ldeast of the men who will vote for Mr. George
o-day.

Even after this exodus from the platform Mr.
Powderly, Mr. George, and other men prominent
in the George movement had to go without
seats, while the space left for the specakers was
barely six feet square. Then Mr. Quinn stepped
forward again and announced that Mr. Powderly
would speak outside the hall hefore speaking
from the platform. A good many in the hall
wanted to go out to hear the General Master
Workman, but only those in the rear door-
ways could get out, and when they left
their places were instantly tilled by others
from the street. Mr. Quinn’s announcement
had no effect in relieving the enormous, pressure
of the erowd. No band was present to make
noise, and if one had been there it could hardly
have made itsclf heard. Somebody started a
cheer every other minute, and campaign cries
and shouts filled up the intervals.

When Mr. Quinn introduced James B. Archi-
bald as Chairman of the meeting he could
not be heard 20 feet from the plat-
form. The audience quieted down a lit-
tle while Mr. Arechibald told them that
Mr. Powderly had come to the city for tho ex-
press purpose of refuting the calumnies and
slanders of the press of New-York., Just as he
said this the tall, thin form of the General
Master Workman was seen pushing its way
through the throng. Chairman Archibald had
no chance to say anything more. Every man in
the audience jumped to his feet, and for a full
minute cheer followed cheer, while the air tras
full of waving hats and hankerchiefs. Mr.
Powderly took off his overcoat while the Chair-
man introduced him in the midst of the din.

Mr Powderly spoke rapidly and earuestly. He
was there, he said, to ask every one within sound
of his voice to wield the weapon of the ballot on
the morrow for an honest man for Mayor. He
was there to ask them to get their neighbors and
their friends to do the same. The number of
votes was what would count. No amount of en-
thusiasm—nothing but votes would carry the
day. The supporters of Mr. George were not
voting for the oity of New-York alone, for the
eyes of the western world, and all the world,
were turned toward this city in the hope that it
would be redeemed from the slurs and disgrace
that had been cast upon it by bad oflicers-in the
past. Henry George was & man who would
properly, honestly, and ably administer the
%ﬂ’ff:um of New-York, as had not been done

efore.

Mr. Powderly had heard that he and George
had no sympathy with Parnell and Ireland. 3Mr.
George was running for Mayor of New-York, and
the question of Parnell and Ireland had no busi-
ness in the campaign, but the statement that he
(Powderly) had no sympathy with Ireland was
a barefaced lie. George was a free trader. The
speaker was a protectionist from head to foot,
but free trade or the tariff had nothing to do
with the election of a Mayor. He agreed with
Mr. George that poverty should be abolished.
The things that the good God ordained we should
have should be ours, and if we didn’t have them
we should blame God for it. No carthly power
should take them from us. A beginning should
be made somewhere, and now was the best time
to make it. Mr. Powderly’s hearers were in
dQuty bound to support Mr. George as much as
they were to administer to the wants of their
families.

Mr. Powderly spoke of the readiness of every
candidate _for office to announce himself as &
friend of the workingman, and then he declared
that if labor needed a friend it would nominate
its_own candidate. Henry George was not re-
quired to 1abel himself the workingman’s friend,
for his record showed that he was a friend of
labor. He had been acoused of being a So-
clalist, an Anarchist, and every other kind
of “ist.” Mr. Powderly kmnew how that
was, for he had himself been through
the mill of politics. He had run for
Mayor of Scranton, and the people had said of
him what they now said of George. One thing
they said was that property in Scranton would
not be safe it he was olected Mayor. He was
Mayor two years, and the people elected him a
second time. Then for a third time the people
indorsed his principles by a tremendous majority.
Mr. Powderly told how the city of Scranton had
prosgered and grown in population and the
number of its industries during his administra-
tion, and the audience cheered.

After this digression the General Master Work-
man took up Mr, George again, He knew Henry
George, he said. He had read his books and
watched his course. ‘The burden of my song,”
said Mr. Powderly, ‘is, vote early to-morrow
morning for yourself, for your family, and for
your God, in the person of Henry George. Set
an example that will be remembered until your
man is in the White House at Washington.” As
the representative of every man who handled a
tool, he asked his hearers to do their duty at the
polis. He wanted aproper regulation of the land
system, that would guarantee to every man his
rights, and no more.

As he said this Mr. Powderly was interrupted
by a_confusion in the rear of the hall, where
somebody had evidently made a remark not in
harmony with the feelings of those around him.
Cries of “Put him out!” were heard, but Mr.
Powderly begeea that he be allowed to stay un-
til Mr. George could be turned loose on hii.
This put the crowd in good humor sgain, and
Mr. Powderly went on. He wanted, he said, to
see the workingman rise until he knew, when he
cast a ballot, whether it was for a friend or a
foe. He wanted the workingman to be no longer
at the beck or whim of any party. ¢ There is one
other thing I want to impress upon you,” said Mr.
Powderly. ¢‘ Go right by the door of the saloon
to-morrow, if you never do again, Write under
¢ George’ on your banners, ‘Temperance for the
Masses.”” That was coming, he added, and it
ought to; for the man who could not intellizent-
ly cast his vote ought not to have a vote. Work-
ingmen should not cast their votes at the dicta-
tlon of liguor or liquor men., In conclusion, Mr.
Powderly urged his hearers to go to work the
moment they left the hall, *Deon’t go to bed to-
night,” said he; *‘ go to work, and keep at work
until the polls are closed and Henry George is
eleoted.”

Mr, Powderly had been constantly interrupted
with applause and cheers, and as he stepped
back from the platform edge three cheers and a
“tiger” followed him. They wererepeated again
and agaln when he led Mr. George forward and
introduced the labor candidate. Mr. George
spoke for less than 20 minutes, telling the au-
dience that he had done his part, and it only re-
mained for them to do their part to secure his
election. He was sure to be elected, and it was
only a question now-of the size of his majority.
He undertook to say something about Mr. Hew-
itt, but the mere mention of the rame called
forth such an outburst of groans and hisses that
the speaker could not make himself heard. Be-
fore he gave up, however, Mr. George declared
that Hewitt’s tactios included lies, slanders, and
forgeriecs. The Demoeratic candlidate, he as-
serted, had hired professional slanderers, shut
them up in a room, and set them to manufactur-
ing fraudulent letters. and interviews. Mr.
George promised that the people would never
have Teason to be ashamed that they had made
him Mayor, and closed with the admonition to
his friends to go to work and save their cheers
for to-night. When Mr. George made his final
bow the Chairman announced that there would

e no more s;(ieeches. and the audience dis%ersed
with repeated cheers for the labor candidate.

Mr. Quinn’s announcement that Mr. Powderl
would make his first speeoh outside the ha
traveled quickly through the throngs in the
street, and a large crowd ocollected in the open
space at the north front of the building. ut
when half an hour and more passed and he
did not appear many went away, thinking that
they had been deceived. A good-sized crowd,
however, remained, and when Mr. Powderly ap-
peared on the piazza, accompanied by Mr. Quinn,
a shout arose from the multitude below and was
followed by loud hurrahs for the General Master
Workman. When stlence wasin a measurerestored
Mr. Quinn spoke for Mr. Powderly, who had
the collar of his overcoat up and a handkerchief
tied@ around his throat and did not feel very well.
Mr. Quinn said that Mr. Powderly wanted his
hearers to vote for the workingmen’s candidate.
The political %urties, Mr. Quinn continued, de-
ceived the workmen to that éxtent that they did
not have any reason to trust them further with
their welfare. The workmen were descending
lower and lower in poverty and degradation,
wﬂe the politicians were getting wea. th{.Il

. George’s personasl headquarters the

Colonnade Hotel and’ the headquarters of his
campaign in Eighth-street were crowded all of
ye,sterdaiy. and all last night buey hands were at
work folding 1:1llots and making the final ar-
rangements for to-day.

Mr. Bogart, the Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee, was ‘“up to his ears” In business when
seen during the afternoon. He was having an
oxcited inferview with some members of the
Irving Hall Democracy, who had come in and
indignantly asked him to explain some ballots
issued by the Henry George committee hearing
the names of the united Democracy candidates
for the offices other than the Mayoralty instead
of the Irving Hall candidates.

Mr, Bogart thought George would get not less
100,000 votes. Mr. George himsgelf would give
no rigures. Heonly said: “I havenot the slight-
est doubt of my election,” and then hurried away.
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