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HENRY GEORGE FOR MAYOR

THE WORKINGMEN'S CHOICE
OF A CANDIDATE.
MR. COOGAN'S OFFER BRINGING HIM
ONLY 31 VOTES OUT OF OVER '400,
WITH A FEW FOR MR. THORNE.

Delegates from nearly every trades union
fn the city met in Clarendon Hall last evening,
and by an almost unanimous vote nominated
Henry George as the labor candidate for Mayor.
The opposition that JamesJ. Coogan, & Bowery
furniture dealer, had created by offering
to pay his election expenses if nominated,
even if they amounted to $200,000, brought
him only 31 votes in a total of 409,
President Thorne, of the Second-avenue surface
railway, got 18 complimentary votes from the
horse ear drivers, and Mr, Georgoe got tho rest.
Late in the afternoon the Coogan crowd sent out
handbills charging that Mr, George had all his
printing done in rat oflices.  As each delegato
present represented 100 members in good stand-
ing in his particular union, the meeting ropre-
sented 40,900 workingmen, With few excep-
tions each delegate went to the meeting under
instructions to vote for Georgo, no matter how
much money Coozan might offer to put into tha
campaign.

The delegates began to gather in groups in
front of the hall as eurly as 6:15 P. M., Many
trades unfon men who were not delegates werd
present to back up their friendsin cuaso of any
trouble between the adherents of Ifeury George
and J. J. Coogan. 'The Coogan faction had mado
a great deal of noise during the afternoon. Ad-
vertisements had been printed in several after-

noon newspapors calling upon all workingmen
who were opposed to the clique which pro osed
to nominate George to gather in force at Claren-
don Hall at 7 o'clock. Mr, Scharmann, proprie-
tor of the hall, fearing that a riot mig t break
ous, sent down to the nearest polico stution for a
detuil of policemen to lkecep tho peace. Capt.
MecCullagh came up with o Sergeant and 10 men.

There was little sign of trouble on the slde-
walk., It would have required & man'with & fine-
tooth comb to find more than four Coogan par<
tisans in the crowd. As the entire Coogun forca
in the city was said to be (‘(nnpusc(l of seven per-
gons, of which Cobgan himself, Louis P. Deland,
one of his employes; R. P. Davis. an ex-Green-
backer, and William Martin, of the Tinand Slaters’
Union, were four, the Cougan strength may bo
said to have been very well represented. Darvis
spent most of the eveniug in trying to get into.
the hall. IHe could find no one who would
identity and vouch for him. Ie vowed that he
would bave bis rights if he did get in, lio
claimed to have the privilege of presenting the
name of Coogan or any one else 1o the couven-
tion. From the way 1n which he talked it was
plain that he meant to create trouble if he could.
At 9 o'cloel he was still on the outside, and the
Coogan boom was at o very low ebb. A few
minutes afterward, however, he appeared in tha
hall ready for business,

To provide against dissension in tho conven-
tion as far as possible the comnnttee having the
convention in charge determined that every dele-
gato should bo )[n'upcrly identiticd. ‘To prevent
entranco through counterfeit tickets the tickets:
whoich had been issued were changed yosterday.
afternoon, A guard of polive kept the outer en-
trance and lot the delegntes in o score as & thne
to tho main hall, from which they were passed.
in groups of six to an anteroom, where their
credentinls were examined, They were thero
given the new tickets, which admitted them to
the meceting hall.  Among tho moro promi-
nent trades unions represented by delegates
were the International Progressive Cigarwak-
ers, the Clothing Cutters, tho Pianomakors, the
Concord Labor Club. the Progressive Painters,
the Excelsior Labor Club, the Brassworkers, thoe
Cabinet Workers, tha Plumhers, the Steam Iit-
ters, the Natfonal Order ot Carpenters, tho Bak-
ers, the Brewers, the Car Drivers, the Manhat-
tan  Association, the Waiters, the Bricklayers,
the Presamen and IFeeders, the Typo Founders,
the American Division of the Sociulistic Labor
barty, the Tubal Cuin and the Carl Sulin Club,

As the identitication of the delegates was very
slow it was not until 9:30, o'clocic that the hall
was filled. The couvention was called to order
at 9:35 by John McMackin, A telegram of con-
rratulation from the Central Labor Union of St.

onis was read, which sald that IHeury George
and organized labor would be the batile ery of
all emslived laborers from the  Atlantie
to the Pacilio. It was announced that 10
new unlons were represented in  the
convention. The report of the Committed
on Credentials was received and adopted, The
report of the Committeo on Platform was pre-
sented by James Ferrol, a colored man of the
Jiceentric Engineers, Coogan's friend Martin
objected to the adoption of the plattorm. A bal-
ligerent man jumped up and demanded to know
what organization Mr, Martin belonged to. A
delegate wanted to put a tarift’ plank into the
platform, but o big man on the next bench
stopped him by saying in a gruft tone of voice:
«Oh! letup. The tarifi’s {)Iu\'ed out.”

Several amendments i additions to the plat-
form were proposcd. In the midatof a wrangle,
when & dozen men were on the floor at once, &
motion was carried that in wldressing the meet-
ing delegates be required to first give their
naies, the names of the organizations to which:
they belonged, and that debate be limited to five
minutes for each speaker. Martin then tried to
get in an objection, but the delegates shouted
him down. There was a cry for fair play, and
the Chairinan pounded heavily with his gavel.

w Proceed, Mr. Martin,” said he. * We'll give

ou plenty of rope to-night.”

Mr. Martin was unable to proceed. Coogan's
friena, Dovis, tried to help him out, but the
delegates would not have it that way. Louis
Jablonowski, who can always get the attention
of n labor meeting, then moved that the con-
vention proceed to nominate a candidate for
Mayor. A_delegato wanted to lay the matter
over, but James B. Kelly, o cutter, argued that
as the convention had been ecalled tor the
specitlc purpose_of nominatiug o candidato for
Mavor it could do nothing clse. The motion to
go into nomination was wude unanimous.

Then Mr, Casserlee, from the carpenters, rose
to propose a candidate. The delegates knew
what was coming, and not u whisper was heard
in the big hall, Mr, Casserlee suid that the mun
whom he was to uame was from the ranks of
the workingmen., He would protect tho rights
of people who asked nothing but thelr
rights. Ho_ was known not only to every
oie on this continent, but to all the
nations of Europe. He had done moro to clevate
tho working masses than any one mai in the
country, for he wielded n wenpon more powerful
thun the sword.  When hie put forward the name
of Heury George the delegates rose in a body
and vheered, Hats, handkerchiefs, and cancs
were flung in air, men stamped oh the floor until
1he building shook, aud for & time the noise way
deafening.

A motion was made to close the nominations,
«Nol no! shouted several delegates; *give
every one a chance!” James Iferrol seconded
George's nominution on bebalf of his organiza-
tion, which was 1,800 strong. Mr. George, he
snid, possessed all three of tho qualiticatious
which Jeflerson demanded of candidates tor
oftice. Ho was houest, he was capable, lie was
faithful. The question of rights now be-
fore the people was something the same
as when John Brown was killed at Har-
per's Ferry—the  right ot one wan
to take and use the labor of others., The duty
of the people waa plain, 1f they refused to do
it the shawe be on thelr own heads for making
their children slaves. George K. Lloyd sec-
onded the nomination for the tin can und pail
makers. He said that as George rcPrcscntud ull
the prmclslcs of the trades unlons nothing
more could be asked. Daniel Cleary said
that ull the trades umions were for
George. He hoped that Coogan's friends
would stick as close to Coogiunl 18 the
trades unions would to George. A delegate
snud that the tobaceo men wers all for George.
Charles M. Miller, of the clothiug cutters, suld
that 75 per cent. of the working people hiad been
educated hy George's books. The clothing men
had worked night and day for him. Thomas
Ford and Patrick Henry Doody also spoke for
George. Then a letter was passed to the Secre-
tary to be reed. Tt was addressed to Mr. Bogart,
of the Concord Labur Club, an organization of
yrinters. In it Mr, George said there was uo truth
1 the charge that he had ever cmiployed nou-
union lahor. He belonged to a univn and was
alwavs true to its principles. Yet ho wis satis-
tled that no effort would be spared that malice
could suggest or that mouey could purchase to
blacken his reputation and divide his support-
ers, He hadn't time to repel personal slanders.
This eant, Mr. George continned, that whtle he
was not seeking the nomination, yev it it were
tendered him e would conduct an aggressive
and not a defensive campagn.

A motion to make the nomination of George
unanimous was vigorously opposed by Coogan's
frignds, Nicholas Mulvey, 1 Coogan henchiuan,
rose to nowinate & man who would be considered
in opposition to most of the delegutes present.
This allusion to Coogan provoked & s uall of
Lisses.  When Mr. Mulvey deelared that is can-
didute had always beeu u friend of the working-
wnan he was received with lnughter and remurks,
of n sarcastic pature. *He huas not written
vooks,” said Mr. Mulvey, * but he has put the
sinews ¢f war into the workingmen's pockets,
{Hfsses.] e hias not been afifilated with any
}mhtiual party.” {Crigs of ' Oh, ok!"” and bisses. .

‘he futerruptions beeame so frequent while Mr.
Mulvey was lunding Coogan that he pounded
crack in the tuble, Coogan had always helped
the, workingmed fn every way.,  * Yes, by
tivk ! shouted o Qelegute, Mv. Mulvey charjed
that Georges woild pet $25,000 of monopolisiic
auoley tu tul bis cawpairy, I hote hae'does?”
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Bald several men. ¢Bo muchthe better.” When

the name of Coogan-was .

wﬁshﬁ? % 'plause% putin nomination there
A an,” said a-delegate, I mov b

glg lllu'),t’mnate James J. Coogan %n the mtaﬁ}.?’;‘;m

‘* I second the nomination on the installment
lan !” shouted another. Then there were cheers
or George and shouts of derision for Coogan.
Mr. Jablonowski sald that not a cigarmaker
would vote for Coogan. All the Germans would
do their best for George! Mr, Wilkinson, of the
Tailors’ Union, said that if Mr. Coogan was in
earnest in the cause of labor ho could show his
zeal bﬁ‘ working for Mr. George this
Fall. hat would = be the Dest way
to fit himself for the nomination af
some other time. Before the speeches ended
Cardriver Maguire nommated President Thorn,
of the Becond-avenus road. Mr. Thorn got a
cheer. Then ten tellers were appoiuted to count
the votes and see that no bogus ones got in, A
oall for a show of hands and cards in Mr.
George’s behalf seemed to send aloft a hand for
pvery delegate. The delegates cheered all the
time the tellers were making the count. When
the Coogan cards were demanded a few hands
went up on two benches in g lower corner of the
room., MNr, Thorn’s friends made a showiug yct
smaller.

The announcement of 18 votes for Ar. Thorn,
31 for Mr. Coogan, and 360 for Mr. George was
received with all the enthusiasm that might be
expooted. :The appointment of an Ixeoutive
Committee for the campaigy, with instructions
to engage Cooper Union on Oct. 5 for the pres-
entation to Mr. George of the nomination for
Mayor,and a resolution inviting the co-operation
of all labor organizations in the Cooper Union
meeting and in the campalgn ended the pro-
cecdings of the convention.

The Labor eandidate for the Mayoralty is a
native of this country, contrary to the general
impression, having been born in Philadelphia on
Sept. 2, 1839. The Rev. R. Heber Newton and
he were schoolmates in the public schools
of that city. Irom boyhood until he was
nearly 30 years old his life was spent
ou shipboard or around_ a printing oflice,
as compositor or reporter, editor and purt owner
—the last named connection with the San Fran-
clsco Post. He attended, as a delegate, the Bal-
timore Convention of 1872, taking part in the
groceedings that placed MMr, Greeley in nomina-

on for the Presidensy. Upon his return to
California he started a paper called the
State, whiech had o precarious exist-
snce. He came prominently before the
counfry for the first time in 1879, when his
* Progress and Poverty” appeared. IMe staked
everything he had to bring that work before the
public, supremely contident that it contained
something worth reading. The next year he
came to this city and made speeches for
Gen. Hancock during the campaign. In 1881,
when in Ireland, ho was twice arrested, cvents
which added to his reputation. and won him a
Delmonico banquet on his return., Afterward
he made two trips to England. Within five
vears he has written three books—¢“The Trish
Land Question,” ‘8ocial Problems,” and “Pro-
tection and Free Trade.” He has also connected
bimself with the Typographical Union and with
the Knights of Labor.

Mr, George's personality is unpretentious. Heo
is short and stout, and has a bushy red beard,
with hair, so far as it goes, of the same shade.
He dresses loosely in black, and has a way of car-
rying his hands in his pockets which gives him a
swaggering appearance. When he warms to &
subject, however, he always holds attention, He
an round a sentenco and express himself with
anough originality and vigor to give him a good
status before any audience.
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