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ZABArE TN BUROFF.

The sequels of May Day in Europe have
been more important and moere threatening
to the public peace than the events of the
day itself. In France, the commandant of
the troops at Iourmies assumes the whole
responsibility for their action, and declares
that they fired upon the mob only when
they were in actual danger, and after the
mob had been three times ordered to dis-
perse. The popular feeling at Fourmies
does not appear to sustain this offi-
cer. On the contrary, it is thought that
the Government may be disposed to post-
pone the funeral of the men and women
and children who were killed by the firing,
lest the fuperal should lead to a still graver
invasion of public order than was caused
by the outbreak which the troops were
ordered to suppress. If it be true that a
considerable amount of dynamite, intended
for nse against the troops at Fourmies,
has been seized at the Belgian fron-
tier. then, plainly enough, the comman-
dant has received ag sufficient a warrant
for his action as could possibly be fur-
nished ex post facto. Innocent working-
men bert upon eobtaining legitimate ends
by peaceful means, and interrupted in a
harmless “ demonstration” by a brutal sol-
diery, do not take measures the next day to
import dyna.mxte for use upon their perse-
cutors.

This, however, is not the main point,
The main peint is that that is a very un-
comfortable condition of seciety in which
Government has to take measures, upon
the annual recurrence of any day in the
calendar, to prevent & general riot, and yeb
“this seems to be the condition of every
country on the Continent of Europe, with
one noteworthy exception. It is announced
from Vienna that there was & riot in Hun-
gary on Sunday, csused by the de-
mand of the workingmen that = their
“brethren,” who had been put in jail
on Friday for disorderly cendust,
should be instantly released. It is
further announced that 16,000 weavers at .
Bielitz and 2,000 at Pesth have been dis-
missed from their employments for being
absent from work and engaged in "‘‘de-
monstrating” on May Day. These men are
at once converted into discontented idlers
and possible rioters. In Italy there was
on Friday a very considerable disturb-
ancp in Florenge, and a riot in Rome that
resulted at least in the murder of one po-
liceman. The demonstrations in Belgium
have thus far been pea,ceful though sev-
_eral demongtrators were wounded at Lxége 1
by the police, but they are not free from
a serious menace to public order. |

While Aunstria, Italy, and Franee are thus
affected, Germany remaips absolutely quiet
and goes about her business as if nothing
out of the common were happening. This
exeeption to the raule is ecertainly very

| striking. Our London correspondent, in
| his cable letter, to whioch we called atten-
tion on Sunday, attributed it-to the fact
that the young Emperor of Germany has
shown a disposition to inquire into the
grievances of the working classes
throughout Germany and no indispo-
| sition  to take their part against
their employers if his conclusions were
favorable to the <workingmen and
' unfavorable to the employers. This ex-
| planation hds been scouted in some quar-
. ters, but evidently it behooves those who
I reject it to offer some other explaunation of
the faots. It cannot be an accident that no
disturbance has ocourred throughout the
whole extent of the German Empire on &
day when disturbances more or less sertous
occurred in all the neighbors of the German
Empire. Neither can it be an aceident that
the Socialist meetings in Germany were .
very thinly attended on Sunday,whenthere
might have been expected to be a very
full attendance if the German working-
men sympathized in the movement
that was going on all over Burope. If they
did not sympathize in it, what was the
cause of the failured It is quite true that
the Emperor has done nothing mueh to the
purpose toward ameliorating the lot of
the German woérkingman, which remains
what it was when German socialisin seemed
in great part to deserve the uglier name of
anarchism. But he bhas shown a desire te
ameliorate it, and nobody seems to question
the sincerity of thisdesire. Theless educated '
classes are the more sentimental all the |
world over, and the Germans are the mest
sentimental people in Europe. It is not
woenderful that the German workingmen
- should have believed that the Emperor,
» whose power they know to be far guperior
to their own, should have the power, as
. doubtless he has the will, to make his good
‘ 1ntent10ns bear fruit. This is an explana-
. tion of the quiet in Germany which can-
| not be disposed of except by another ex-
1 planation more plausible and equally -
L consonant with the facts. |
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