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Tis NATIONAL L;\no‘.;. CoNgRESS,—The pro-
ceedings of the NationalLabor Congress, which
hae just closed its deliberations, after a session
of five éays im this city, have been duly repori-
¢d in our columns. The natural equality of map,
which underlies as a principle all our institu-
tions, has for its carcilary the dignity of labor.
The primal curse which is imposed upoun hu-
manity, that every man shall earn his bread in
the eweat of his brow, is, according to American
jdeas, a common law of brotherhood to the
whole people. No truc repudlican can be in-
gensible to every effort which is made to sepa-
rate labor from degradation and ignorance, acd
to crown its other rewards with all the happi-
cees and the moral and intellectual advaxnce-
ment of whick our natere iz capable.

The profoundest of problems, social and po-
liticsl, are, however, involved in the subject of
labLor and its relations to capital. “1'he two are
dependent one upon the other, and the best in-
tereets of hoth pecnred oxly wihen there is real
harmony between them. Yet in tiae nature of
thinge, and in the nature of man himself, with
his selfichness, his ambitions, end his passions,
begetting individual and class antagonisms,
nothing can be more cifficult and delicate than
the regunlation of those influcnces and the de-
vising of those steps which shall place capital
and labor permanenily in heslthful and equita-
ble accord. These questions have deeply en-
gaged the ablest intellects and the most enlizht-
encd philanthropy, and they are ygt undeler-
miced, though tke great law of demand arnd
supply comes in primarily to aflect them, and
ordinarily disposcs for the time of =2li guch
- issues.

-~ Coming, therefore, into general council for the
- first time, it was not to beanticipated that the
Congrees of laboring men should devise more
~than & few generul propositions for the consid-
cration of their Hhrothers throughout the coun-
ir-, and that of these a poriion would require
- fuller discussion ard some modification before
they. are finally accepted as representing the
- universal interests of the laboring classes. As
was expected, a first and prominceat subject
- which engaged tne attention of the Copgress
was the sscertainment of the hours of labor,
and the resolutiops propuvse to fix eight hours
as the time for a day’s labor. Staie laws arz
to be ronght to tuis end; therefore, dizcuzsion
is likely to custue in legislative bodies on the
suhbject, bringing ouvt facts acd argument on
both sides, by which to determine whether it be
practicable and wige. .

There i one gubject on which this Congress
has éxpressed its views—that ia, the surplus
lubor of the citles sceking employment in agricnl-
ture—which gcems to be moztopportune. Many
of our cities arc overcrowded with laboring men,
who epgage in ruinous competition with ecach
other, and nevertheless are unable properly to
provide for wives and children, whereas, if they
were to turn their cflorts to agricanlture they
would prosper, maintain their families in com-
fort, and add matcrially to the wealth and de-
velopment of the country. So again their de-
precation of strikes among workingmen. This
ig, of course, a deduction from past experience,
and is an aathentic condemnation of a most in-
judicious practice, which has been too fre- |
quently resorted to by members of different
trades to force a proper market value upon their
labor, whick there may be found other means
more surely and heneficially to eftect.

Otber subjccts upon which the reeolatiof® of

this Congress bave spnken, such as the condi-
tion of that most oppressed, suffering, meekest,
uncomplaining class of Gud's crcatures, the
sewing women; the importance of establishing
lyceume, reading, rooms in cvery townand city
and for thé intellectual improvement and gocial
culture, and thc necessity for reformation in
the constiuction of tenement houses, possess
enintercet aud will attract attention and awaken
diecussion that must in the end be productive
of important and bencficial results {o society at
large. :
- Thbese and other topics, assuming certain
deflnitencee of outline in the resolutions of the
Congrees, are to be canvassed by the varlous
trades organizations; and whatever messares
of bencfit can be hit upon will, through these
rgexcice, be more rapidly impressed upon the
public atterntion.  Onc by one the abuscs of
gocicty, whatever they are, must give way
before discuesion and the free expression of
opinion; and- there can be” no objection in this
country to the great experiment of the laboring
clasees defining their wante,and through direct
appeale to the intelligence of mankind, secking
Lo obtain just demands, Here labor is the sup-
port of the State, and when allled to justice
and moderation,it will always have its due in-
flucnce and power, ’ '
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