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THE NATIONAL COLORED LABOR CONVEN-
TION.

W AsHINGTON, Dec. 6.—The National Colored
Labor Convention assembled at noon to-day, in Union
League Haull, about 200 colored dolegates were present,
reprosenting Loulsiana, Florida, North and Bouth Caro-
lina, Alabama, Virginia, Tennessee, Maryland, Kentucky,
Dlatriot of Columis, Delaware, New-Jersey, Penneyl-
vania, New-York, Massachusctts, Rhode Teland, Michl
gan, Obio, California, Nevadn, Missour, and Dlinois.
Thore are eight or ten white delegates prosent as follows:
8. P. Camming and Charles McLean of the Central Com-
mittes of the Labor party, Gilbes B. Btebbens of Michi-
gan, Capt. Mackey and the Hon. Blmon Corley, Mombers
of Congress from Bouth Carolins, and Mr. McGrew,
Representative elect from Virginia. Richard Trevellick,
President of the National Labor Unlon and Congress,
was early recognized, aud jnvitedtos seat on the plat-
form. There was also some 10 female dclegates, one
belng colored ; they were all admitted witbout question.

The call for the Convention proceeded from the colored
dclegates who were admitted last August to the Pbiladel-
phia Cobgress, who thers signalized themselvos by &

strong support of our financlal iotegrity. Mr. Myers of
Baltimore, a colored nnlé)wrlght.. who isattho head of a
succesaful Coiiperative Shipyard there, opened the Con-
vention Ly a Lrief aprul for harmouny, and the readin,
of the call. George T.Downing of Rhode wns electe
temporary Chairman, and Mr. Harmon ot Fiorida, Becre-

tary.

E. Downing mado & very neat and appropriate ad.
dress in taking the chalr, urging the Conveution to work
in earnest, recoguiziugehie fact that labor was the great
futerost of all civilization, and aflirming that capital
oould nevor be safe where labor was unjustly dealt with
as between them the was no lasue. Wlhen cquity rule
1n alurgo part of the land, such was not the caso, The
colored man, just emerglog from bondage, must NOCessa:
rily be in tho closest sympathy with the great movement
now muking for tho uplifting of the toilers hero and else-
where, but tho slaversy fromn which be emecrges leavos
traces that must neceasarily direct his present action.
That must bo to orgauize for protection oo the ohe sido
and for mutual self-belpful and coiiperative efforts on the
other. Protection and amelioration were to be the ob,
Jicu. Political action must be governed by local olroum-
stances.

In substance, snch was the pollcy Mr. Downiug pre-
nu?m'og whnxo the Cummittee on Credentials was perform-

WOrK.

ﬁlchurd Trevollick was then called for. Ho referrcd
first 10 & remark wade by Mr. Laugton, anid declared
that the righta of labor were first ; thut capitul was tle
result of 1ts efforts, and that therefore the creature could
pot Ls made superior to ita creator. Ho sald that for
bimsclf he bad Jong since buried both political arties,
belleving that, as thoy had been coustituted in the ast,
thore were but two divisions—that of the skinner an the
skinued. Ou thuat question, however, be would not
claborate. Chuttel slavery was but a part of the great
slavery of Jubor to mouopoly, of the wages a{‘nwm. and
tho unequal distribution of its results which had still to
be fuught. Tue destruction of clatte) siavery had
cleared tho ducks for the grcater fHght. Mr.
Trovellick spoke at length on the evils of labor
complatued of, declaring, among othor things, that 8
per ceut of all the children employed 1u our factories died
withiu the fitst elght yearsof their employment. He
asserted that the trunsportation monopolies of the coun-
try, ceuteriug as they did iuto 8o few huands, must Le-
cotue dangerons not only to our economical well-being,
but to civil hborty. The land grant system roceived a
aflerco donuuiciutiou the speaker avalling bimaclf of
Tie TRIDUNE'S receut summnary of the extent to whicl
it was now proposcd to colitinue them, Ho declured that
it wus becauso the fathers of the Repnblio bad falled to
declare freo tho wother earth, which the fatuer God had
given to mab, that Slavery had obtatned such a foothold
aud brought the nation through its baptismal strugglo.
Mr. Trevellick closed by declaring that ouly by brivgiog
together and recoguition of all without egard to race,
color, and sex, and uniting them iu & common effort,
could the sccurily of freedom be maintained, and the
progross of the laboring millions be assured.

A permaneut organization was effectod by the election
of the Hon. James H. Harris of North Carolina as per-
wapeut Prestdent, aud of & nuwber of Yice-Prcaidente
apd Boeoretnties.

Nir. Harris; in taking tho chair, made a atirring apesch,
which was marked by o bitter denuuciation of the spinid
stiii dispiayed by the old rebel cloment in the South.

Aaron M. Powell, a delegate frowm New-York, was then
called. Ho spoke at considerably length, referring to the
signiticance of the Convention, warking as it did » great
transition. Slavery iwpoverished the whites as well as
degraded the slavo, but freo labor will eloevate and
enrich both. Educution, sobricty, sklil, sud betier
copensation, are the preseut nceds of the wages claas,
aud organtzatiun s tho especial need ot colored labor.
Especiully wus it pecessary for tho agricultursl labor of
e South to organize uud ubtain landa, The rural freed
Beoplg uave pecullar disabilitibs which can ouly be raot

covperutive effurt, and tho Freedwen's Bureau befug
about to cease ull operation, wo need some other iua-
celuery. Mr. Powell oftered the followlng resolutiou,
which” would Lave Leeu mdopted had the Conveutiou
been fully organized:

Kesolved, That we ask (Congress to sutberise st once the sppoistwent
by the Preaidsat of a Laed C ission, to be d of »ix or more
well-kpowu and disioterested frieuds of the freed people, to serve with.
out cumpensstion, to bave autbority to appoiat, with the spproval of the
Beeretary of the Treanr{. s limited oumber of agents whose daty i3
stall be th codperate with individoals asd {slions smong the bith
enalaved, for the selection and porchase of eligible lands for bomesiesds
0 bold tities thereof for & giren period, gotil, b) lostaliments, they stall
bave been paid for at actunl cost to the Governmest, whea the money se
.trmlvlnyld. pet to exoced §32,00,000, shall be refanded to the Kational

reasury.

The evening ssssion was bLeld 1o the Cnurch of the
Rev. J. Sella Murtiy, which was crowded. Tho Lusiness
proceedings were in the muain preliminary and unim-
sorunt. The principal oveuts of tho eveulng was tho

elivery by Muyor Bowen of an earnest address of wel-
come, abd vue vt syinpathy avd upproval by the public
priuter, Col. Clapp.  Fuo Couvenuou passed resolutions
thanking Mr. Clupp for Lis riglt troatment of the colored
priuter questlon.

It is geuerally remarked by all who attended the
Colored Conveution last year, that this one shows & ro-
markubie advance on the part of the Soutberu Delegales.
Its average ubility is more than res ctable, and while
certulu promiuent twel are nnssing, it briugs out & xoud
deal of uew aud practical talent. No lostility ls maul-
fected Uy any ono so far to the Republican party, and the
prounnent leaders in tho labor niovewent who are here
woew diajuchined to interfere withi the evideat falth of the
Culursd Dolegates Lu that direstion,
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