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GENERAL MASTER POWDERLY, .

Sketch of the Man Who Abhors Striked,
and Looks Ahead & Long Way., -

The Now York Sun of yesterday publishes
the following from General Master Work-"

man T. V. Powderly, of the Knightaof Labor,
' about himself and his conmection Wwith the
orzanization of labors ¢ - ]
"I wasborn in Qarbondale, Penniylvania,.
in January, 1849, of Irish parents, who came
to this county in 1828. They work Catholits.
I was their eleventh child, thece being four
girls and eight boys in the family, My father
wasadoy laborer. I was sent to schoolat?
years of age, and continued at school until I
was about 13, when I went to work for the
Delaware and Hudson Canal Compsny, hav--
Ing the care of g switch on one of the railroad
branches, I worked at his for several years,
aod then was employed in the machine shops
of the company. Ileft Carbundale in 1869
a&nd went to Scranton, and found work in
the shops of the Delaware, Lackawanna and
Western Railroad Company. At night -I
studied drawing and mechanicnl engincering,
my amuition then being to become.a master
mechante. I was marvied- in 1872, I joined
the Machinists and_Blacksiiths' Union in
1870, and was soon elected president,

My Interest in trade-uniong beean in 1870,

My idet was thay men who worked at the
machinists’ trade should understand one
auother throughout the country, so.that they
mizht be of assistance to each other. One.of
the aims in view was to mare thesubordingte
unions schools in which should be taught the
arts and mysteries of the craft’ You may
know that In tho papers which bound me
&3 an aporentice those words were used. 4
diseovered after being a member of the unmon
for awhile that it did not fill my ideal of
what such an organization should be, and as
& remedy for grievances it would not do
much for the members. It Was Very narroy
in view: tao nuarrow, ounly recognizing and
enrollioe machinists und blacksmiths, 1saw
the poor laborers, carpenters, patuters and
other trades in the employ of the company
without any organization. I felt that the
union should include all. Xtried-toinduce
the union to oven itsarms toall workingmen,
but was defeated.

*In 1870 L was invited by a friend to, walk
out with him, and he took e to 4 meeting.of
the Knightsof Labor. I joined that night.
It was Asscinbly No., 88. % found there all
crafts, and thought 1had found just what [
was looking for. No, 88 was then the only
assembly in noctheastera Peunsylvania; all
of its meatings were very secrat, and noth-
Ing was ever sald about its existence gutside
of the meetings. Qur Idea was that we
should secretly add tg our Strength and keep
out poilticlans and other seif-seekers,

“When the panie of 1878 came X was laid off
with many others, I went west through Ohlo
and western Pennsvlvania, L settled in Ol
City, Pa., and became a member of the Ma-
chinists and Blacksmiths’ Union there, und &
month later was sent to the national conyea-
tion of the Union at Louisvilie, Ky., in Sep-
tember, 1874, Shortiy alter I returned to
Scranton and was employed at my trade by
the Dickson Manufacturiog Company. _I did
not work tor them very long, because 1 was
sentout to do many outdoor jobs,andas I have
always been troubled with quinsy sore throat,
I could not bear the exposure,

“I went back to Carboudale and worked at
my trade, I tried to {nduce the Macninists
aod Blacksmiths' Unfon to join the K. of L.,
but for & long time was unsuccessiul, Of
course I worked secrefly, haviog to take
each man alone and svund bim and_conyince
him, Tuo great cbstacle was, as I said, the
contempt with which the machinists and
blacksmiths looked upon other workers. At
last my efforts were successfu), and the
union was disbanded and the members be-
came Assembly No. 222 of the Knightsof
Labor. During thig time I had sworked
among the surrounding towns, so that when
the Carbondale Union joined the Knighta
there were several assemblies in the neigh-
borhood. I had thus worked to win them to
the Knights of Labor because Isaw thatin
the union all ot their legislution about ap-
pregltices and shop rules would amount to
nothing, !

*With the introduction of labor-saving
machinery the trade was all eut up, so that a
man who had served au appreaticeship of
five years might be brourht in competition
with & machine run by a boy, and the boy
would o the most and the best. Isgw that
labor-saving machinery was bringing the
muchinist down to the level of a day laborer,
and soon they would be on a level, My aim
was to dignify the laborer. Inthe K.of L. [
saw a good field for operation. In 1876 we
organizad a district assembly of five or six
- assemblies in Lackawanna county, and { wa3a
“elected distriet secretary, an oftice which I
“have held ever since from choice. In 1877,

when the strikes on the railroads swept over
the country, many of our men, with others
not of the K. of L., numbering in all about
5,000, were discharged and went West, settling
in the Western States and Territories, Wher-
ever our knights weat new assemblies sprang
up. Upto that time there had been no national
head to the K, of L, So Frederick Turner, of
Puiladelphia, Ricnard Gritditns, of Chicago,
Ches, Litchman, of Marblenead, Mass., Thos, .
King, of Reading. Pa., and I met and held the
first General Assembly of the K. of L. at
Reading, Pa,, in January, 1878. We had then
seven districts, representing Philadelphia,
Reading, Pittsburg, Charleston, W, Vs, Scran-
ton, and Shawnes, O., and several local_asso-
ciations which I cannot now recall. Mr. Urigh
Stephens, of Pkiladelphia, was elected the
first Gleneral Master Workmap, and 1 was
elected to the next office, which was called
Grand Worthy Foreman, We there changed
the date of meetineg trom Junuary to Septem-
ber. We next met in 8t, Louis, Mr. Stephens
did not attend thisg convention, but wrotea
letter recommending me for General Master
Workman. In April, 1878, I was elzcted mayor
of Scranton. Atter thatl gave my entire time
to the work of my office, this being the first
timae that I had worked at any business other
than my trade,

*The strikes of 1877 were caused by the men
nqt understandiog one another, At that time
1 began to study the causesof that strike and
of the distress of the workmen, I conecluded
that an organization should be perfected
which would be a grand 1n0dustrial school. I
had no hobby, Others were for greenbacks,
taritf revision and a dozen other things 1
had not'read the writinga of any theorst, I
had pever meta theorist. I was re-elected
mayor two or three times. When first
elected I was not known outside of -the
laboring clasges. It was sald by my oppo-
nents thatall sorts of trouble would come if
I was elected. However, I was elected, and
among other acts I discharzed the entire

olice force of the city because I found that

must have men on whom I could rely.
Then, during my administration the debt of
the city was reduced about $20,000. Previ-
ously the debt had annually increased. In
188+ the Kniehts of Lubor had grown
so large that the business of; the order took
all of my time, 80 I had to decline renomina-
tion for mayor., e now have assemblies in
England and Belgium,

“I have read Henry George’s ‘Progress and
Poverty,’ Spencer’s ‘Social Statistics’ and
Thornton an ‘Labor. I am not sure what my
plans will be for the future. A syndicate of
newspapers has offered 1o send me 10 Europe
to write up the labor question as it is thera., I
do not believe in strikes, because 1donot
think there, is any neccessity for them. I
beliecve that these troubles can be settied
without strikes. The order has materially
changed in a few years, is broader and more
liberal than at first, less secrecy now, the oath
hug been abolished in the Inftiation. and oaly
the word of honor {8 now required. The whoie
matter of the wage system is wrong. So long
as one finds it to s advantage to buy labor
at the cheapest price and the other demands
the highest price for it, trouble will comne,
Profit sharing i8 the remedy. The Knights of
Labor will nov allow a liquor distiller, or
brewer, or liguor seller, or one whose wite is
a liquor selier, to become a member of the
order, and [ am now scrlv{ng- to prevent
liguor drinkers from joining.’

Itmay be added that Mr. Powderly lives in
g plain, unpretentions style, h1s salary being
only $1.500 year,
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